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Legislative Map

Green Deal

Directie
2018/851/EC

Waste

Directie
2018/852/EC

Packaging

Directie
2018/850/EC

Landfilling

Directive 2019/904 Reduction of impact of
certain plastics

EU LEGISLATION AND STRATEGIES

Circular Economy Action Plan 2015

Plastics Strategy
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PACKAGING REGULATION 
PROPOSAL

Packaging Regulation Proposal



/ 4

• Definitions

• Free circulation

• Reduction

• Reuse

• Reciclability

• Compostability

• Recycling content

OBJECTIVE: 

Prevent and reduce the impact of 
packaging and waste management on the 
environment

Packaging Regulation Proposal
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Free circulation 

Member States will not prohibit, restrict or hinder packaging that 
meets the sustainability, labeling and packaging information 
requirements established in the Regulation.

Packaging Regulation Proposal
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Prevention

Reuse

Reciclability

Recycling

content

Compostability
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➢ In 2030, each packaging unit will be reduced to its minimum size

➢Packaging with double walls, false bottoms and unnecessary layers will not be accepted

➢Empty space will be reduced to the minimum necessary.

Reduction

Packaging Regulation Proposal



/ 8

Reduction

Restriction of certain types of packaging

➢Grouped single-use plastic containers (for commercial purposes)

➢ Single-use plastic containers for unprocessed fresh fruits and vegetables (<1.5Kg)

➢ Single-use plastic containers filled and consumed in HORECA establishments

➢ Single-use plastic containers for condiments, preserves, sauces, coffee creamer,
sugar and condiments in the HORECA sector

➢Miniature single-use containers for hotels (cosmetics, hygiene, toiletries)

➢ Very light plastic bags (except those for bulk product sections)

Packaging Regulation Proposal
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Reusable packaging targets per categories

Reuse

Packaging Regulation Proposal

Objetives (units per year) 

Alcoholic and non-
alcoholic
beverages*

Tertiary packaging
(pallets, plastic
boxes, drums, etc.)

Grouping boxes 
(except cardboard 
boxes)

2030 10% 40% 10%

2040 40% 70% 25%

*Except wine, aromatized wine and similar, perishable beverages, spirits, milk and dairy products, and for sales areas <100m2, 
including warehouse and shipping
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Recyclability degrees:
Grade A – compliance greater than 95% of the weight of the packaging unit
Grade B – >90%
Grade C – >80%
Grade D – >70%
Grade E – less than 70%

Recyclability

Packaging Regulation Proposal

Design that facilitates recycling: Design of containers and their components that guarantees their
recyclability based on collection, classification and recycling processes proven in an operational
environment. 

Large-scale recycled packaging waste: Packaging can be collected, sorted and recycled by established
systems that guarantee at EU level an annual recycling amount of ≥30% for wood and ≥55% for other
materials.



/ 11

Borrador de Reglamento Europeo de Envases

Reciclability

- Recyclable by design Grade 
A, B and C

2030
- Recyclable at scale Grade A, 
B and C

2035
- Recyclable at scale Grade A 
and B

2038

Exceptions: 1st container and outer packaging of medicines to preserve quality, baby food, dangerous goods, and light wood, cork, fabric, rubber,
ceramics, porcelain or wax
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Recyclability

Packaging Regulation Proposal

Plastic
(%)

Wood 
(%)

Ferrous metals
(%)

Aluminium
(%)

Glass
(%)

Paper and board
(%)

2025 50 25 70 50 70 75

2030 55 30 80 60 75 85

Packaging recycling objectives to be met by Member States:
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Recycling content

Packaging Regulation Proposal

Minimum content of post-consumer recycled material (average per manufacturing plant and year) 2030 2040

a) Contact-sensitive PET containers*
30% 50%

b) Containers other than PET sensitive to contact*
10% 25%

c) Single-use plastic beverage bottles.
30% 65%

d) Plastic containers not included in a), b) and c) 35% 65%

*Contact sensitive packaging: that which is intended to be used for animal feed, materials for contact with food, food supplements, cosmetics, health
products, animal medication, medicines for human use, dangerous goods, absorbent personal hygiene products and menstrual cups .

Packaging exempt from recycled content: 1st container and outer packaging of medicines to preserve quality, medical products, compostable plastic,
dangerous goods, young children's food, and raw materials for the manufacture of medicines.
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Compostability

The following packaging will be compostable under industrially controlled conditions:
1. Tea bags
2. filter coffee capsules discarded along with coffee products
3. Sticky labels attached to fruits and vegetables

If the necessary infrastructure exists to ensure organic waste management, Member States may require that these products are 
compostable:

1. Non-permeable coffee (or other beverage) capsules that are not made of metal
2.  light and very light plastic bags.

 

Packaging Regulation Proposal
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Other aspects

PRODUCERS REGISTRATION

Member States shall establish a register to monitor compliance with the requirements of this Chapter 
by packaging producers.

DEPOSIT AND RETURN SYSTEM

By 1 January 2029, Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure the establishment of deposit 
and return systems for:

Single-use plastic beverage bottles with a capacity of up to three liters

Single-use metal beverage containers with a capacity of up to three liters.

Packaging Regulation Proposal



César Aliaga

Cesar.aliaga@itene.com

Thanks


	Diapositiva 1: European Packaging Regulation: a paradigm shift
	Diapositiva 2
	Diapositiva 3
	Diapositiva 4
	Diapositiva 5
	Diapositiva 6
	Diapositiva 7
	Diapositiva 8
	Diapositiva 9
	Diapositiva 10
	Diapositiva 11
	Diapositiva 12
	Diapositiva 13
	Diapositiva 14
	Diapositiva 15
	Diapositiva 16

